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(1) 


1 Cor. 15. 29. 


And a; we have born the Image of the earthy, 
ſo we ſhall alſo bear the Image of the hea- 


venly, 


” Hether the Soul in' the State 
| of Separation acts indepen- 
dently of Matter, purely by 
the ſtrength of her own powers, of whe- 
ther in order to the betrer underſtanding 
her ſelf and other Beings, ſhe makes uſe 
of a Body of Air ſhaped out into ſuch 
Limbs and Sences as the hath occaſional 
employment for; | whether -or no- the 
want of her old companion 18 ſapplied 
this way, is uncertain. But Whatever a+ 
batements of happineſs the pious Soul 
may ſuffer for- want of a ſuirable Body 
berween the time of Death; and che Gene- 
ral udgment, then we are ſare this incon- 
yenicnce will be retnoyed, and it will be 
repoſſcſed of its antient Scat out of which 
Violence oft Nature had forged K..../ | 
"k A 2 Now 


(2) 
. Now this certainty of the Reſurrection 
3.4 Doctrine, which helps the meanecſt 
underſtanding to conceive the Nature of 
the Happineſs of the other World, and 
conſequently muſt -needs prove a great 
and umvyerſal encouragement to the ,pra- 
&tice of our Duty. For in regard we have 
always been ufed to dwell in theſe houſes 
of Clay,: the [generality would not haye 
been ſo well able to apprehend the happi- 
neſs 'of pure and uncompounded Spirits ; 
but would have been apt to have though 
thatchc;loſs of theirBodics would haye de- 
prived them of no ſmall part of themſelves; 
and:conſequently would not have been fo 
willing toreſfign them or: expoſe them to 
hardſhip and-3nconyenience upon the ac- 
count of Religion-: - But now -fince we are 
aſſured that this viſible part of us, which we 
are ſo wellacquaintcd with,ſhall be quutred 
only for a time, and then reſtored us with 
all defirable advantages; yet Mortality 
ſhall be ſwallowed up of Ifc, and we ſhall 
exchange the Image of the carthy for that 
of the heayenly ; what can we more ratio- 
nally infer than the Iaſt yerſe of this Chap» 
ter 2 
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ter? Wherefore be ye fledfaſt,immovable,always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, in as much 
as no part of our being 1s loſt, and conſe- 
quently no part of ozr /abour is inwain inthe: 
Lord. | 1.580 

That by the Image of the carthy is meant 
that mortal corruptible body which we have 
derived to us from Adam, 1s plain from the 
verſe before the text ; The firſt man was of 
the earth-earthy, the ſecond' man is the Lord 
from Heaven, and then 1t follows,as we have 
born the Image of the tarthy, we ſhall alſo bear 
Image of the Heavenly. 

Now becauſe the nature of oppoſite qua- 
lities 1s beſt diſcovered by their being com- 
parcd, therefore that it may the more plain- 
ly appear wherein the advantage of Wo 
ing the earthy for the heavenly conſiſts; 
I ſhall in the 

Firſt place mention thoſe inconvenien- 
cies and defe&ts to. which our bodics are 
ſubject now. 

2. I ſhall endeavour to prove that the 
qualities of glorified bodies will be oppoſed 
to thoſe defefts,and free from thoſe incon- 
Veniences We arc now ſenſible of, 


S 1 


(4) 
3- I ſhall draw ſome practical concluſi- 
ons from the confideration of this difference. 
1. Thoſe bodies we now have are in- 
convenient upon theſe following accounts. 
- 1. Becauſe of the weakneſs and uſcleſs- 
neſs of them when we have them firſt: 

2. Becauſe their belt condition 1s but of 
a ſhort continuance. 

3. Becauſe our being liable to the diſor- 
ders of paſſion proceeds 1n a great mea- 
ſurc from them. 

4. Becauſe they make us ſubject to pain. 

5. Becauſe they hinder the operations 
of the mind in its purſuit after truth and 
knowledge. 

I. They are inconycnient upon the ac- 
count of the weakneſs and uſctulnefs of them 
when we have them firſt. 

Though our deriving our Beings from 
thoſe of our own Nature, and coming In- 
fants into the World, is a great promoterof 
kindneſs and good correſpondence, and 
rcnds yery much to ſupport of Government 
and Society ; yct it muſt be granted, that we 
loſe ſomething {tho not ſo much) by it ano- 


ther way. For the Soul at her firſt — 
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by rcafon of the indiſpoſition of the body, 
15 uncapable of acting rationally, and is for- 
ccd to wait till ſhe hath fir inſtruments to 
work with ; and when we do begin to judge 
of objects, we meaſure the good and evil of 
them by the pleaſure of inconvenience 
which-the body receives from thence: Now | 
becauſe we are accuſtomed art firſt for ſeve- 
ral years together to make our fences Um- 
pires of the value of things,;this forcſtalls our 
judgment, with a good opinion of them, 
which makes us more cle to plcaſe 
them afterwards, and gives our reaſon a 

reatcr trouble in the managing of them 
han otherwiſe it would have had 

Beſides in our Infancy unpleaſant and 
frightful things make a deep impreſſion up- 
onus both becauſe of the fluid and pliable 
nature of the Brain, and becauſe we have 
not judgment to diſcover the worlt of things 
nor ſtrength to reſiſt them, and therefore 
through our own weakneſs, and the indiſ- 
cretion of thoſe we ſometimes happen to 
converſe with ; we arc apt to take up odd 
prejudices, and to be poſleſs'd with unac- 


countable fears, which the reaſon of our 
whole 
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whole life often finds impoſlible to conquer : 
It muſt be granted therefore that Adam had 
a great adyantage above his poſterity, by 
being created a perfect man, without run- 
ning through the weakneſs and folly of In- 
tancy and Childhood : For in regard his 
Body was preparcd for the Soul to act 1n at 
rheir firſt meeting ; he was not ſo liable to 
be impoſed upon by 1l] cuſtoms, and ſenſe- 
leſs imaginations, becauſe he was always ca- 
pable of judging of them : And therefore 
his deſires and fears muſt be berter propor- 
tioned to the nature of things ; than they 
would have been if his reaſon had come to 
him byaſſed and tn&tured with thoſe im- 
preſſions, which the long weakneſs & unſer- 
viceableneſs of his body had made upon it. 
A 2d Inconycnience of our Bodies is, that 
the higheſt condition they are capable of ar- 
riving at,is but of a ſhort continuance: I hey 
are a conſiderable part of our lives a work- 
ing up into any tolerable degree of uſctul- 
neſs, before which time they ſigniſie little 
more tous than the Bodies of Brutes do; and 
when they arc once fitted for the ſeryice of 
the Soul, and we begin to underſtand = 
they 
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they are good for, it is not long before they 
decline into Age and Indiſpoſition, and' rhat 
which ſeem'd to be a Palace before,turns to 
a Priſon, and hath little either of pleaſure or 
convenience 1n 1t. For though our Youth 1s 
not placed upon ſuch a precipice as imme- 
diately totumble from its higheſt ſtation 1n- 
to adecrepit condition ; yet when life is go- 
ing down the Hillits motion 1s nor ſo flow, 
bur that 1t may be perceived 1n a little time, 
eſpecially if 1t be puſhed forward by any 
accidental diſtemper. 

1. The Sences grow flat;and do net enjoy 
and reliſh their reſpe&tive objects with thar 
quickneſs and cager fatisfaction which they 
formerly did. But 1f this was all the altera- 
tion we were lable to,we ought pollibly: ra- 
ther toaccount it an adyantage than a loſs, 
becauſe the leſſening of ſenſual delights 
would rebate the edge 'ofiour:defircs, and 
make them ſubnur to-the.Laws of Religion 
with leſs reluftancy. But the flower of Youth 
docs not only go off quickly, but which 4s 
more to be regretted, the fruit: of it'too; and 
the abatement of the Sences vigour, is uſu- 
ally followed with an apparent decay-of 
ſtrength: Thus life:when icis —_" 
B tc 
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ted to the height, hath its ſpirits continually 
flying off; till it is drawn to the Lees, and 
that part of it only remains which often- 
times makes us uncaſic both to our ſclyes 
and others : ſo that when the mind is em- 
barked in any deſignof conſiderable length 
and adyantage; it 15 uſually ſcta ſhore upon 
the other World before. it hath reached its 
intended port ;'-or elſe forced to ſpend that 
ſtock of time and abilities which remains,in 
ſropping the Leakage and piccing up the 
ruins of the Veſſel ; whichis not only a hin- 


drance of the main buſineſs, but is likewiſe 


a very troubleſome.employment. . alight 
A 3. Incanycmenceof our bodies conſiſts 

in their. making us ſubjectto paſſion; Thar 
our;paſſions,at leaſt theviolence of them,are 
immediately. cauſed by the motionof the 
ſpirits;thar 1s: the fincr parts of theBlood,will 
appear;itwe-confider,that:thofe who have a 
greatcritockof ſpirits fupplicd: them 'from 
youth or intemperance, arc ſooneſt oyer- 

born which diforders of this nature. 

/Tisxrue, God made.our minds ſubje&tto 
the unpreſſionsof Paſſion upon a very good 
account ; ; that by ſuch unuſual commoti- 
ons withunus, we might be awakened,and as 
| it 
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it were rouſed up to purſue thoſe things 
which arc uſeful, and avoid the contrary, 
with the greater yigour and induſtry : *For 
if we had nothing but dry reaſon and cool 
Blood to contrive and cxecute for us, our 
apprchenſions 1n many caſes would be too 
flow, and our endeavours faint : Bur not- 
withſtanding the advantage the Paſſions 
were defign'd to give us, as they are com- 
monly managed, they do more harm than 
good : For we are apt cither to place them 
upon wrong Objects, to fly them to too 
high a picch, or to continue them uponus 
when they ought to be diſcharged, which 
makes us haſty 1n our Reſolutions; 1njurious 
and carclcts in our words and actions; they 
make us dote almoſt to Frenſy upon trifles, 
and by being too kindly entertained by us, 
improve a ſudden diſguſt againſt ourNeigh- 
bour into a ſerled and habitual malice ; '1n- 
finite almoſt are the indecencics and ins 
which the ill Government of our Paſſions 
betrays usto; they diſcompoſe the whole 
frame of mind and body, diſquieting the 
one, and difordering the other ; the cttects 
of them arc different according totheir na- 


ture, and the power they have gotten over 
B 2 our 
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our reaſon ; ſoractimes they make men I1n- 
guiſh and pine away with cavy or dchire 
{omctimes through an exceſs of fcar they 
betray them into worſe inconveniencies than 
thoſe they were afraid of : Some arc ſaid to 
have abſolutely loſt their wits in their anger, 
and raved themſelves into Bedlam ; and o- 
thers we may obſerve arc over-joyed to per- 
fe&t folly and ridiculouſneſs. 

Now, though a great part of our preſent 
vertue and future reward depends upon the 
due management of our Paſſions ; neither 
can they come up to this height which I have 
mentioned, without our own fault; yet in 
regard our bodies are the immediate 1inſtru- 
ments of their violence, we mult grant they 
are inconvenient upon-this account : For 
if our reaſon was quick enough to appre- 
hend and purſue our intereſt of it ſelf, with- 
out being ſpurred upon duty by Paſlion ; if 
the mind had ſufficient power to command 
the body upon 1ts utmoſt, without being 
concerned withits motions any farther than 
it thought fit ; our condition would be 
much more perfect and ſecure : For if we 
knew we were naturally invincible, we 
nced not giyeour felyes the troubleof ſtand- 


ng 
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ing upon our guard, then we ſhould be free 
from all inward tumulrs and the ill conſe- 


. quences of them; and then, as the power of 


Paſſion declined,that of Reaſon would grow 
up and flouriſh ; and the pleaſures of the 
mind would more than counter-ballance 
thoſe which we loſt by ſhaking off ſome of 
our correſpondence with the body ; and we 
might have delight equal ro thoſe of a cor- 
porcal tranſport without the violence and 
danger of them. 

4. Our bodies are inconvenient, becauſe 
they make us liable to ſuffer pain. 

It muſt be confeſſed that the ſtate of (e- 
paration docs not exempt us from having 
ungratctul perceptions,but in ſome reſpects 
makes us more « U to. them if welye 
under any moral indifpoſition : For when 
the Soul 1s diſengaged from the-oppreſſion 
and foil of the body, it will a&t upon it ſelf 
with greater vigour, and make the Springs 
of Thought go much ſmarter than they do 
now; fo that ill men will be made much 


more powerful to torment therafelves ; in- 


ſomuch that it may be a queſtion whether 
all the Fire, and Fcinds in Hell, are a grea- 


ter punuhment tothe wicked than the guile 
of 


(12) 
of their own Conſciences ; beſides, the Paſ- 
ſions which I hayc mentioned, when they are 
violent, bring an caſineſs along with them. 

But then the reaſon why Idiſtinguiſh pain 
from the trouble which procceds either from 
paſſion, or the more abſtracted and imme- 
diate operations of the mind, 1s, becauſe the 
Soul is not only hable to this diſturbance 
purely upon the account of its Union with 
the Body, bur becauſe 1t 1s perfectly out. of 
our power to prevent 1t.- For, Jet a man be 
never ſo innocent and compos'd, Ict Pru- 
dence and Religion ſecure him never fo 
well againſt Vice and Paſſion ; yet there 1s 
no fence againſt bodily pain: This procecds 
from thoſe motions over which the Wl 
hath little or no command ; 'and when we 
conſider what a vaſt number of parts the 
Body conſiſts of, many of which are very 
fine and ſlenderly tyed together (otherwiſe 
they would be unſeryiccable) and upon this 
account are eaſily put into diforder, when 
we conlider how ignorant the generality are 
of the frame and conſtitution of their Bo- 
dies; of the due proportion, and quality of 
their nouriſhment ; how carcleſs and immo- 
derate they are often in their Labours, Re- 
Creatio 
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creations and Paſſions, to which if we add 
the ſometimes ſudden alterations of ſeaſons, 
& many other unavoidable accidents, when 
we conſider all theſe things, I ſay, we hayc 
great cauſe to admire and bleſs the provi- 
dence of God that our bodies are not otrener 
pur out of order than they are.Now, though 
ſome decays of the Body arc unobſerved by 
us, yet generally when there is any confide- 
rable jarr made in the wheels of this curi- 
ous Machine ; when the harmony of the hu- 
mours 1s diſturb'd ; when the ſtrings are 
wound up too hard,or too ſlack; when any 
thing of this nature happens, the Soul uſu- 
ally- hath notice of it, which unacceptable 
news is that which we call pain, which is 
ſometimes ſo pungent and afflicting, that ir 
makes all worldly blcflings inſignificant to 
us, inſfomuch that there are not many who 
have experienced any accute ditemper,who 
would not,if it were-put to their choice, pre- 
fer health and poverty, to violent pains and 
diſcaſes, though ſupported and gilded over 
with never fo oa wealth and honour. 

Now if it be asked wy God hath made 
the Soul fo deeply ſenſible of the injurics 


which the Body receiycs,l ſuppoſe thei to]- 
lowing 


(14) 
lowing Reaſons ( without adding any more ) 
may be a ſufhcient ſatisfa&tion to ſuch an en- 
quiry. 

1. Therefore we may rationally conclude 
that God hath made the Soul liable to imprel- 
ſions of this nature, that we might be more 
careful to preſerve the body from falling into 
decay. Pain I obſerved before was an unwel- 
come and grating ſenſe of ſome injury which 
the body ſuffered, now if the Sou] was not in- 
timately affe&ted with alterations of this nature, 
and concerned upon its own account to pro- 
cure the welfare of its companion ; we have 
reaſon to believe a great many bodies would 
be very inaifferently provided for. For the mind 
would be ſo much taken up with its own bult- 
neſs, that were it not admoniſhed of the ne- 
ceſſities of the Body by partaking of the incon- 
veniencies of them, they would be often neg- 
leted ; men of Covetous, Ambitious or Cons 
remplative minds,rather than have their deſigns, 
and pleaſures interrupted, would be apt to de- 
ny the body its due maintenance in eating and 
ſleeping ; it they were not importuned, and as 
it were forced upon juſtice ; by the trouble and 
uneaſineſs of watching and abſtinence, were it 
not for the pain of a wound or diſtemper, we 


ſhould 


(15) 
ſhould often let:them run till they were incure- 
able : In this cale many would ſerve their bo- 
dies asthey do their houſes, which becauſe they 
do not feel them {marr when they; decay, they 
let them drop for want of timely repairing. 

A ſecond'reaſon why God made the Soul ſens 
ſible of bodily pain,may. be,thac its virtue might 
have the fairer tryal.' *'Fo he aboveithe:threat- 

-nings of: il] men, andito-ubmit.co any.pain and 
hardſhip;rather than:dtpartfrom'thole Opinions 
and Practices which we believe to be right and 
neceſſary; is an argytnent::of rrye greatnels. of 
mind, and the higheſt teſtimony'of a good man. 
Now the Body, by'laying us-open to almoſt all 
ſorts of injuries we! are capable of receiving, 
gives us.an -. opportunity. of: exefciling our Pa- 
tience and Fortitude in ſuffexiog.}.in -obedience 
to God's comminds..' To theſe virtues the im» 
perfection and defenceleſs ſtate of our Bodies 
advancesus; for, were we proof againſt all miſ- 
fortune, we ſhould be uncapable ao this honour ; 
for patience ſuppoſes us to tye'under the lenle 
of a preſent evil ; take away the affliftion, and 
there, will be n0 appearance of, the; yirtae; left 
behind ;* neither can Fortitude, have, any ,place, 
except we belieye our ſelves withia the reach of 
danger ; for what courage.can it be.to encoun- 
C ter 
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ter any thitig, when we know it's impoſlible 
for us to be hurt ? 

A third Reaſon why God hath ſubjeted the 
Soul to bodily pain;is, for the correCtion of our 
vices. Many fins do naturally bring indiſpolition 
and diſeaſes upon the Body, the dread and ex- 
perience of which does not ſeldom reftrain and 
bring us off from them : Beſides,pain and fick- 
neſs, by convincing men how infignificant, or 
rather troubleſom their life is ro them, & what 
a ſlender hold they have of it, are oftentimes a 
good expedient, not only for 'the' reclaiming 
thoſe vices which depend upon the ill. ufe of the 
Body, bur of a general Reformation : For, did 
mens Bodies fret out like their cloaths, without 
any conſiderable trouble ro thoſe that wore 
them, we have reaſon to believe the Soul would 
fare much the worſe for it, and be oftener Tent 
into the other World in an unprovided and 
forlorn condition. 

So that without queſtion, we are as mnch 
bound to thank God for the infirmities, and 
pains which flow from our conſtitution, as for 
the health and pleaſure of it. Befides, we have 
reaſon to account it a great mercy that God hath 
bound the Soul fo gently to the Body, that a 
ſhort ſtruggle,if ic happens to prove boiſterous, 
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will let it looſe ; ſo that according to Fpicurus 
his Maxim,it impoſſible for that paih which is 
violent tocontinue long, whereas, had the Union 
of the- Soul and Body been ſo ſtrong, that- a 
man might have continued under the ſharpeſt 
tormients for 'forne months or years together, 
how difhcult would patience have been then ? 
what anadvantzge would the worſt men bave 
had over the beſt; and have been' able by cheir 
ctuelty(to havealmot ryred.out the braveſt and 
molt refolnee virtue. 

5-| The preſent conſtitution of our Bodies is 
igcorivenient; becauſe it hinders the mind in her 
purſuit -after' knowledge: Knowledge next ro 
goodnel+-is the higheſt exaltation of humane 
nature, and fets us at the greateſt diftance from 
the Brures beneath tis : Now that the preſent 
condition of our Bodies does hinder onr * wes 
ciency in this ſo excellent an accompliſhment, 
_—_— from what has been frid already. 


I. Bicabſe we-tte botrr Infants, and the bo- 
a is-unhr for the Soal to exerciſe its functions 
in ; in which ſtate of our infancy we pals F 

atmiany wro ments upon things, 
i wr bor roi jrlgingnts up afe of ottr reafon, we 
are noe only void of tra knowledge, but have 
C 2 a great 
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a great many things to unlearn;which miſtakes 
: ir's yery-difficult to ſhake off. Now: though cheſe 
' prejudices, relate chiefly to. our proficiency. in 
the-knowledge of natural.caules, yer it mult be 
aknowledged.i inthe}. 
Second place ; That the oolivcs which the 
Body ſubjets.us to, are ſometimes an occaſion. 
that-we.do not examine things with that delibe- 
ration and' indifferency which is neceſſary-ro thei 
figding, out moral Truth. ; and conſequently, 
make us inclinable to ſome praftical Opinions 
rathet than others;;; For according asthe parti- 
cular. Byafle, of. our Bodies dilpoles 1s -£9 any; 
excels of -hope or fear, of anger. ar. ;pleaſine;z 
if we are not careful, our apprehenſions of Reli- 
gion will bend into a compliance with.the Ger 
nius and Tendency. of theſe paſſions. For when. 
Reaſonis either bribed, or diſcompoſed, by the 
Aﬀedtions, it is than more likely, to pronounce 
amiſs upon things, than when-the,mipdis even, 
and impartial : For example, a man of a mezx 
lancholick and.gloomy.temper, it-he,gives way 
to it, will be in ſome danger of perplexing his 
imagination. with infinite and| unzeaſonable 
tears concerning, God Almighty, as.if he, was 4 
Humourſom or implacable Being, ;. andiconle- 
—_ ſuch a perſon may be more ix ail PIP 
elyte 
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ſelyted to the DoCtrines of Superſticion, or de- 
ſpair : Whereas another of a bolder and more 
ſanguine Conlticution, will be rather tempted 
to preſume too much uponGods goodneſs, mag- 
nifying his mercy to the prejudice of his wiſdom 
and juſtice : And if he happens to fall upon ill 
Books or Company, he will be diſpos'd to di- 
lute his Creed with Principles of Libertiniſm, 
that ſo he may make it more agreeable to the 
Complexion'ot his Body, and reconcile it with 
the uſe of unlawful pleaſures:But here we muſt 
obſerve that theſe motives do bur incline ; they: 
by no means force us upon miſtakes; ſo that 
then when we are {wayed by them, it isour.own 
fault : The reaſon-why I mentioned them, is, 
that we might take thegreater care to. enquire. 
into the particular defects, and propenſities of 
our temper ; and form . our judgmeut with a 
ſuitable caution-and ſuſpition of our ſelves. 

3. Bodily pain is likewiſe.no ſmall impedi- 
ment to the enlarging our underſtandings, be- 
caule while it continues upon us,it takes off our 
thoughts from other things,and fixes them only 
upon that which troubles us: And oftentimes 
when it is over, it.-leaves ſuch ill effets behind 
it by altering the Texture of theBrain orBlood,; 


that the mind hath not fit inſtruments to aſſiſt 
it 


(10) 
it in the work of cloſe and conftantMeditation. 

4. The generality are forced to ſpend a 
great part of their time in providing for the ne- 
ceſſities of life, ſothat they have litele leiſure to 


attend to the improvement of their minds: Bur 


let them not be diſcouraged upon this account 
if they take care to live well in this Workd;cheir 
utmoſt curioſity and thirſt after knowledge ſhall 
be ſatisfied in the next ; without being encum- 
bered with that labour and -difficulty which at- 
rends very inconfiderable Attainments here. 
Then as the Apoſtle informs us, We ſhall know 
even as we are known, and ſee God as be is, in whom 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Knowledge are bid. 
x Cor. 13. Joh. r. 3. To what hath been ſaid 
upon this Argument if we add that con{iderable 
number of hours which thoſe who are moſt co- 
vetous of their time are obligedto ſpend incat- 
iog, ſleeping and recreation ; we ſhall ſee that 
he had great reaſon for his Opinion, who hath 
tola us, that Art is long,” and Life but thorr. 
Bax notwithſtanding theſe -inconveniencies 
' with which our bodysare attended in this ſtate of 
imperfeCtion,we are not to complain as if Gad 
had dealt hardly with us; becauſe they are nor 
juſt fuch as we conld'defire them ; ket: us rather 
conſider that if the conyeniencies of them were 
| much 


(21) 
much leſs than they are, it was more than God 
owes us; belides, how impatient ſoever men 
may ſometimes be under extremity of pain, 
yet their general behaviour is a plaia argumenc 
that they have no contemprtible Opinion of 


, their Bodies, for they are commonly loath to 


leave them when they are at their worſt condi- 
tion : Letus therefore be thankful that God hath 
made them ſo commodious for us now, and 
hath promiſed to improve them to the utmoſt 
of our wiſhes afterwards; which brings meto 
the ſecond thing at firſt propounded, viz. to 


ſhew, _ 
That the Qualities of- Glorified Bodies are 


oppoſed to thoſe defects, and free from thoſe in- 
conveniencies we are now ſenlible of. 

1. They will. be very much refined, and con- 
ſequently fitter for the Soul ro act with. I: ſhall 
be raiſed a ſpiritual body, « Cor. 15. 44. which 
implies that it ſhalt be changed into an exalced 
and vigorous condition : All groſsnels and fe- 
culency which adheres to it now,ſhall be purg- 
ed off; all unevenneſs and roughnels of parts 
will then be filed into an exact lerviceablenels, 
and the Soul will no longer labour under the 
diſorders of an unweildy and incomplianc con- 
Ricution : The Body will then beexactly ar ics 

beck, 
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beck, and execute all its commands with plea- 
{ure, and diſpatch. That Qaality which we call 
Heavineſs, which hinders our motion, and con- 
fines us to the lower partof the World, will then 
no more moleſt us; for the: Refined Body by 
Itsnearer reſemblance to the Air about it, the 
improved Activity of its Spirits,and the greater 
force the Soul will in all probability have to ſet 
them a work, By thele advantages we ſhall be 
enabled to meet the'Lord in the Air,and fly up 
into the Regions of light and happineſs; and 
that the Sou] may be the better accommodated, 
the S2nces will be, improved in two reſpects 
beyond what they ate now. 

1. They will be larger, that is, able to take 
in more objects at atime, and reach them. at a 
farther diſtance than they can now. 

2. They will be quicker, that is, whatever 
notices they convey to the Mind, will be more 
intimately and vigorouſly communicated to it : 
Upon which two accounts they mult afford the 
Soul a much greater pleaſure than they do now. 
And that the Sences will be thus improved, fol- 
lows trom a principle, which every - one that 
owns the Reſurre&ion muſt grant, namely, 
that Glorified Bodies will be endued with far 


greater Activity than they are attheir higheſt 
condition 
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condition here; now .we know men have a 
more full and delightful uſe of their {ences in 
their youth than. at any other time. 

; Now of all the fences, thole of Seeing and 
Hearing are-not only the moſt inſtructive to 
the mind, but likewiſe the moſt refined, and as 
I may ſay, the molt creditable fences: There- 
fore we need not queſtion but they will accom- 
pany the Bodies of the Saints ro Heaver, and 
poſſibly that of Smelling too ; bur as for the 
rwo other groſler ſences, they belong to a State 
of imperfection, and are too coarſe and inlig- 
nificant to have much employment there ; for 
ought we know they may. be changed into rwo 
new ones of a more ſpiritualized and' refined 
nature ; which it is not poſſible for us tounder- 
Rand or conceive till we are poſleſled of them; 
which we ſhall ceaſe to wonder at'if we conli- 
der that were a man. born. Deaf or Blind ir 
would be impoſlible for him to- have the Vul- 
gar notion of ſound: or. colour :: Nay, I ma 
add, he could have no imaginable Idea of theſe 
qualities excepthe received {ome deſcription 
of them from others. 

2. And-as the Bodies of the Saints will- be 
defetive or ſuperfluous in nothing, but be ex- 


adtly fitted for the ſervice of the Soul, ſo like- 
D wile: 


(24) 

wile they will be much more ſplendid & grate- 
ful than now they are;which is another property 
of the Image of the Heavealy : Inſtead of thoſe 
obſcure and unamiable qualities they appear- 
ed in here, they will be decked with light as 
with a garment, and be cloathed with Majeſty 
and Honour ; they will then be _attbeauty and 
brightneſs without any disfiguring blemiſh, 
any ſcars remaining, except of thoſe wounds 
they have received in their Maſters cauſe, which 
then probably will ſhine out with a more ori- 
ent and diſtinguiſhable luſtre. This is indeed 
to bear the Image of the Heavenly, of which 
we are aſſured from more places than the 
Text. As Filip. 3. 21. the Apoſtle affirms, Our 
Saviour ſhall change our vile Bodies, that they may 
be like his glorious Body,a repreſentation of which 
we have at his Transhguration, though I be- 
lieve but a faint one, and yer the Evangelifts 
tell us, bis face ſhone like the Sun, and his Raiment 
with the Re fletion was white and gliſtering, Mar. 1 7. 
Luk. 9. 

3- The Bodies of the Saints will be impaſ- 
ible : They will chen be fortified againſt all 
accidents and diſeaſes, and be no longer ſubject 
to any painful or diſhonourable alterations ; 
Time and death will have no power over them. 

St, 


O 
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(25) 
St. John after he hath deſcribed the general 
Reſurre&tion, Rev. 20. in the 21 chap. v. 4. 
proceeds to mention the unchangeable happi- 
nels of the Heavenly Inhabitants, where enlarg- 
ing upon their privative-advantages, he informs 
us, that there ſhall be no more death, neither 
ſorrow, nor crying, neither ſhall there be any 
more pain ; for the former things are p:ſſe] 
away ; thar is, the ſtates of imperfection and 
mortality is over, Whereas, did not all things 
ſtand at a ſtay ; were not the perfeCtions of 
the Body permanent and unalterable, ſecured 
againft all injury and decay ; if there was not 
pain,we may be ſure there would be ſorrow to 
loſe the leaf part of fo glorious a condition. 
Now which way our Bodies ſhall be made 
immorrta], ſignifies not much to know ; pol- 
ſibly they may have ſuch an advantageous 
change from the Laws of Motion, from the 
Figure of their parts, or the temperature of 
the Climate, as may preſerve them from uf- 
fering any alteration, or loſs of parts ; or if 
the parts do fly off as they do now, it's eafte 
with God to ſupply them with new ones im- 
mediately made fit, withouc the trouble of eat- 
ing, or concotion : Bur whether by any of 
theſe ways, or which of them they wall con- 
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tinue immortal, whether by the ſettled courſe 
of Providence, or by Miracle, is neither ma- 
terial to diſpute, nor poſſible todetermine;thar 
they. will continue fo, we are ſure, for as with 
him that hath made this Promiſe, nothing is 
impoſiible, ſo likewiſe he is Faithful and can- 
not deny himſelf. Ir is more proper for us to 
prepare our ſelves by - a vertuous Life for ſo 
bleſſed an immortality, than vainly to enquire 
into the myſtery of it : The beſt way of ſatjs- 
tying our curiolity is to endeavour to be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that World, and the 
Reſurrection from the dead ; for we need not 
doubr but that thole who are poſſeſſed of this 
priviledge will underſtand the cauſes which 
make it ſuch ; and that the goodneſs of God 
will enable the Saints to explain the Philoſophy 
of their happineſs. 

Now from what we experience here, we 
may in ſome meaſure conceive how confidera- 
ble an addition it will be to our happinels to 
have our Earthy part refined into ſuch a ſtate of 
perfeCtion as | have been deſcribing : To have 
the wiſdom and experience of Age without 
the ſicknels- and uneafinels attending it ; and 
the ſprightlyneſs and vigour of youth leparated 
from itsuſual raſhneſs and indiſcretion. What a 

glorious 
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plorious change muſt it be to have theſe inob- 
{equious, and cadaverous Bodies poſſeſſed of 
the three only deſirable qualities; being 
made to the height of our wiſhes ſuicable, il- 
liſtrious, and immortal 2 


I ſhall now in the 
Third place proceed to draw ſome inferen- 


ces from the conſideration of the different ſtate 
of our Bodies here, and hereafter. 

Therefore the conſideration of the frail con- 
dition of our Bodies here, and the improve- 
ments they will be advanced to hereafter,ought 
to make us entertain a low opinion of the plea- 
ſures of ſence ; both becauſe we are permitted 
but a ſhort enjoyment of them, and becauſe 
they are only fit for us while we are in a ſtate 
of imperfection : We ſhould confider that the 
Body is not able to provide for it ſelf; it's plea- 
ſures are not of it's own growth, but muſt be 
ſupplied from Forreign Parts, and conſequent- 
ly are infallible marks of our want and depens 
dance ; and therefore to have a ſtrong deſire for, 
or high Opinion of theſe things, does bur diſ- 
cover our own weaknels to be the greater; and 
that we prepoſteroully value our ſelves upon 
'the Poverty of our condition : Whart are theſe 


ſatisfaCtions but only ſhort reſpits from bodily 
pain 
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pain and trouble ? for after the uncaſineſs of 
hunger and thirſt is over, the pleaſure of eating 
and drinking immediately ceaſes ; and to con- 
rinue the action any longer is more a burthen, 
than a refreſhment : Thoſe therefore who are 
capable of the greateſt bodily pleaſure, muſt 
have the ftrongeſt ſence of want and uneaſineſs 
upon them ; for unleſs they are thus prepared, 
it will. be flatand unaffefting to them, 

Now who would defire a Fever only for 
the ſatisf2&on of drinking in it ; or be in love 
with extreme poverty becauſe of the unuſual 
pleaſure which is then taken in receiving the 
Charity of others? 

The Body therefore is only {o far to be in- 
 dulged as is neceſlary toputr it into the beft con- 
dition to be employed by the Soul ; for as it 
ſhould not be tyrannized over, that being the 
way to make it both troubleſom and unſer- 
viceable; ſo dn the other fide, we ſhould be 
careful to maintain the Soveraignty of the 
mind ; that whenever Reaſon and Religion 
requires it, we may have power to controul our 
ſences, and be pleaſed with the victory : Bur 
on the contrary,to make the Soul a Slave to the 
Body ; to employ the powers of Reaſon ( the 
Image of the Glorious God ) in providing for 
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the gratification of the Animal Life ; is a moſt 
degenerous and dangerous abule of ſo. great a 

vi : And when God hath made us lirtle 
tower than the Angels, ought we not to bluſh 
to make our ſelves lefs thanthe Beaſts that pe- 
riſh *? Now that ſenſualicy does degrade us in 
this manner is apparent, * being unqueſtion- 
ably more ſcandalous and uncreditable to abuſe 
the uſe of Reaſon, than to want it ; for the 
one only argues natural incapacity ; which be- 
cauſe it could not be prevented, is no juſt re- 
proach to any Being ; but the other beſides in- 

ratitude to the Doner implies moſt egregious 
Fally : for what can be more ſenceleſs than to 
be inapprehenlive of the Prerogative of our na- 
ture, and to miſapply and ſquander away the 
faireſt opportunities of being happy ? 

A man that makes himſelf a Beggar by ill 
Menage, and Luxury, is in the trueeſtimation 
of things a much more deſpicable perſon than 
he thart is born to that low condition, and fix- 
ed in itby thoſe impotencies and defe&tsot bo- 
dy or mind which were irreſiſtably forced up- 
on him. The rational Brute therefore is molt 
certainly the meaneſt, becauſe he ſtupidly un- 
deryalues the dignity of his Being, and employs 
the higheſt qualities in the moſt ſordid drud- 


gery- 
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gery. Whereas other creatures a&taccording,to 
the Inſtinfts and Appetites which Providence 
hath put into them, it being as impoſlible for 
them to riſe above their natures, as it is diſho- 
nourable for us to ſink below ours. But this 
practice is not only diſhonourable but dange- 
rous, for if we give our ſelves up to the diſor- 
ders of Appetite, and make our Bodies inſtru- 
mental in {inning ; beſides the diſeaſes which 
intemperance often expoſes them to here, we 
ſhall find the {ad conſequence of it in the other 
World ; wherethey will be joined to the Soul 
only toencreale its milery by putting it into. a 
new capacity of ſuffering. For the Apoſtle aſ- 
fares us, if we live after the Fleſh, and make 

Proviſion to fulfil the Luſts thereof, we ſhall 
die, for to be carnally or ſeaſually minded is 
death, and that we- cannot expect to live here- 
after except we mortify the deeds of the Body, 
Rom. 8. 6, 13. 

Secondly, We ought to be contented with 
the trouble, the preſent infirmities of our Bos 
dies may put us to, 

God hath made our Bodies of a frail Conſti- 
tntion, and liable to many. inconveniencies ; 
that we might aſpire after a higher and more 
confirmed happineſs; and not place it in the 
; ſatisfaction 
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fatisfation of our ſences, which are' {ſo eafily 
raade unacceptable to us by difeaſes, or quick- 
ly tupified and worn out with Age. Beſides, 
npon the account that our Bodies make us 
Hableto pain and diſeaſes, we have thereby an 
occaſion of exerciſing many virtues, which 
otherwiſe we could not have : If we were 
not liable to pain and unealine(ſs, there could 
be-no fuch thing as a contented Poverty ; and 
an humble Reſignation to providence. in affli- 
&tion and diſtreſs ; the eflence of theſe virtues 
would be loſt in ſuch impregnable circumſtan- 
ces : For to be contented when a man neither 
feels, nor fears any evil, isnot ſo mucha com- 
mendation, as a neceflary ation ; it being 
as impoſſible to be troubled when we have 
what we have a mind to, as to be perfectly 
pleaſed when we have not : I confeſs to 
be thus fortified againſt injury and want,argues 
a great happineſs of nature, but a moral per- 
feftion it is not; and conſequently deſerves 
admiration, but not reward. The Honour 
of our Chriſtian warfare conſiſts in the labori- 
oulnels and hazard of it, and the ſtrength of 
our virtue lies in the weaknels of our condi- 
tion ; and though we are made alittle lower 
than the Angels, yet(with all reſpe& be ir (po- 
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ken to: thoſe ' fuperiour Beings ) upon this 
account we ſeem to have ſome advantage 
of them ; for -their ſtation being above the 
reach of misfortune, makes them incapable 
of - {ufftering upon the ſcore of :Virtue' and 
Religion. We ought. not therefore. ro com- 
plain becauſe God hath made our Bodies 
liable to many inconveniencies here ; but to 
reſiſt the temptations they expoſe us to, with 
reſolution' to bear the pains and infirmi- 
ties of them, with ſubmiſſion and contented- 
neſs, conſidering that in a diſcreet and Chri- 
ſtian management of theſe things, a: great 
part of our obedience, and future reward 
conliſts : It is not long before we ſhall be ., | 
diſmiſt from this ſervice, and when death 
{hall be ſwallowed up in Victory, and this 
morrcal ſhall put on immortality, then. it will 
be. a pleaſure to ſurvey the difficulties of our 
palt life, and the. very thoughts of our for- 
mer troubles will be an addition to our | hay- 
pinels. 


Haec olm meminiſſe juvabtt. 


And therefore 
Thirdly, we ought not to be over-time- 
rous, leſt we ſhould impair the ſtrength. of 
our 


- (33) 
our Conſtitution, bur: lay it out freely upon 
Religious and Worthy Aﬀtions. 

Health is not chiefly to- be deſired for the 
ſenſual pleaſure it affords, but becauſe we are 
then in the beſt condition to ſerve God, and 
to be uſeful co the ſociety we live in : Ler it + 
not therefore be our great aim to keep our 
Bodies in Reparation, and inglorioufly ſlum- |, 
ber out our time for fear of wearing them 
out too falt ; but according to our leveral 
Stations and Callings, lec us diligently em- 
ploy them for our own real intereſt, and that 
of others; -making them contribute to the 
improvement of Reaſon, and the exerciſe of 
Virtue : If they decay in ſuch ſervice, they 
will fall with honour, and riſe with advan- 
tage. The beſt way of conſulting their future 
advancement is, not to» dote upon them now : 
It we, would have them flouriſh in immor- 
tal youth, and beauty hereafter, we muſt 
neither be too fond in indulging, nor too-cu- 
rious in adorning of them: We muſt nor 
out of an effeminate nicenels to preſerve their 
agreeablenels, decline any proper aulteriries, 
or opportunity of doing good. -In ſhort, if 
we expeCtthele earthy Bodies ſhould bear the 


Imaye of the Heavenly, we mult employ | 
them 


(94) : 


them generouſly and religiouſly ; ſuffer the 


inconveniencies of them with Patience and 
Chriſtian Courage, : and pleaſe them. with 


temperance and reſervedneſs. 
1; Mk 56 
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